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rocem. 3 bathrooma SALON OWMER MNICOLE GUMNIS GAVE THIS VICTORIAN TERRACE A SMART
arhC roor MAKEOVER USING TRADITIONMAL TOUCHES, WRITES MELANIE SZETO

SOMETIMES A HOUSE & deuperate hor e
than a pick-me-up facial — it noeds a full beary
treatment. “We moved into this house when [ was
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i the furnpure four davs betore the baly was bom, ™
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L tn one of Sndney’s well-manicured suburbs,
Moscole s enowith Ehe Cyaomamy myumey” a2t - lterally
Shes co=rmamer of Yummy Mamrs, 2 hair and
beauty salon with creche, where marms ane pampered
while their kuls afe looked after  Bocaie I'm Fm:hl.-"..
| don't have family here to help with Georgla,™
expdams Mo, of the Somept the dreamed up with
fellowr mmm and business parmer Sandra Thoma

Mearurally, the roaful mood of the new salon = whach
wis comjured up by Firg Class Comsrucesons — has
ypelled mnto Nicale and Simon'’s howse. “We wanted
create 2 home thats comédortable, as well a5 enhancirge
e orrgnal heatuires,” s Moo

Seructurally, the theee-stoney terrace dadn’t requaine
major changes. “The Inving aress downstadrs, badeooms
angd bathrooms upatainrs, remained the same, ™ explaing
S, whose archstechure and PIVRKT IMARSZETTCTY
corrspany drew' up the plana

Orther than openng the wea-facing family area to
the rear coumyard and enchoseng a wmall bedinooen po
create a dressang room and en suste, most of the sork
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“I PREFER A NEUTRAL PALETTE. THEN YOU
CAN DO A LOT WITH PAINTINGS,
FURNITURE AND FABRICS”
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25 BEAUTIFUL

kitchen and bathrooms and reinstating period details.
“The tiled black and white hallway was the only
original feature that had survived,” says Nicole.

A chalky Porter’s paint called White Clay was used
throughout the house and a simple backdrop
maintained with wide plantation shutters and dark
polished floorboards. “I prefer a neutral palerte.

Then you can do a lot with paintings, furniture and
fabrics. I love fabrics,” she says. “Especially those
by the London-based company Colefax & Fowler.
I guess that’s an English thing.”

Nicole has retained some formality in the front
living room by pairing a bold botanical print on the
Louis XV-style sofa with Mulberry plaid on her
matching armchairs. But there’s no fancy fringing
or tassels in this comfortable family home — just a
plumped-up cushion or two for sophisticated comfort.

“Even though the furniture is traditional, you can
make it look modern with the fabric you use,” says
Nicole, who updared a bold check print on the dining
chairs to a taupe linen from Geraldine Cooper.

“Modern furniture can cost the same as antique,”
she continues, “vet it doesn’t have that history and
beautifully aged timbers — you can’t replicate that”.
Oak, cherrywood and walnut pieces, bought from local
dealers, a gilt mantelpiece mirror, paintings by
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1 Benchtop and
splashback mosaic
tiles from Pazotti,
(02 9327 1850).
Joinery by Bigway
Interiors, phone
(02 9757 1177)

2 Restored walnut
kitchen table by Major
& Tom Furniture,

(02 9557 8380)

3 The freestanding en
suite bath by Kohler,
(02 9714 3900), is a
modern version of the
classic claw-foot style

4 Abaca heart hemp
chairs from Ligne
Roset, (02 8354 6222)

il S— i e ! 5 The master bedroom
: 3 features fabrics from

Geraldine Cooper,

(02 9327 3566)

-ontemporary Australian artists and chandeliers add

~resence to the living and dining rooms.

Nicole says she likes displaying photographs and
clongings that say something about the family. And
7 adds a fresh touch by purchasing regular floral
-rangements from international florist Susan Avery.

\s with most family homes, the casual areas get

re use. “I try to use the formal front rooms more,

r we tend to sit out the back,” admits Nicole.

In the casual open-plan kitchen, dining and lounge

1, she and Simon can keep watch on Georgia. But
-ev have managed to maintain a stylish look here,
. “For the kitchen, I was inspired by the American
iker look,” says Nicole, of the turned leg detail on
huge island unit. Honed granite benchtops, muted
urs and stainless steel abound. In fact, the most

-ense hue in the house is on the front door, which is

-quered in red. As visitors soon find out, it

zhlights a home that’s seriously well-groomed. B

—ombine floral prints and striped fabrics. Nicole
=chieved a harmonious look in the bedroom
_sing delicate designs from Colefax & Fowler






